HB.2 VETOES

The conference committee removed the provision that would have adopted the
Daubert decision, a United States Supreme Court case concerning qualifications of
experts, which was in the bill passed by the House. Although it is difficult to quantify
the effect of these changes that were originally proposed in the bill, they clearly would
have improved the system and likely would have reduced costs.

SUMMARY

I am committed to ensuring that Maryland maintains its position as a leader in
providing health care to its citizens. We have world—class medical institutions in this
State. I will do everything in my power to ensure quality health care in the State.

Accordingly, I will add $18.5 million to the fiscal 2006 budget for the State
Medicaid program. Combined with federal matching funds, this will total $37 million
that will go to increase reimbursements for providers whose rates are well below
standard. I will further budget $30 million to be used to help stabilize the medical
malpractice insurance rates of providers, while we work toward a long—term solution
to this problem.

What I will not do is sign this bill and declare victory. It is not a victory. It is a
loss for the patients, the health care providers, and the taxpayers of this State. When
the General Assembly meets in its regular session in two days time I urge the
members to work with my Administration to adopt meaningful, long~term reform.

Yours very truly,
Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr.
Governor

House Bill 2

AN ACT concerning
Maryland Patients’ Access to Quality Health Care Act of 2004

FOR the purpose of requiring a health care provider who attests in certain
certificates or testifies in relation to certain proceedings concerning health care

malpractlce t;o meet certain quahflcatlons pmémg—ibr—the—temm&t-}ea—eé‘

af‘eeiha—eefbam—é-a%e- prov1d1ng for certaln procedures for a clalm or action for a
medlcal mjury agamst a health care prov1der flled after a certain date

aw&rds—er—vefehebs—m—a—eeféam&aﬂﬂeﬁ requiring certam alternatlve dlspute
resolution of certain health care inalpractice actions wunder certain
circumstances; authorizing the Court of Appeals to adopt rules relating to
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